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ABSTRACT 

The principal object of the Juvenile Justice Act is to guarantee that the Children is 

shielded from viciousness, misuse, and abuse. This will guarantee that if a youngster 

submits an offense he isn't attempted similarly as grown-ups. The expression "Children in 

Conflict with the Law" signifies an individual who is under 18 years old interacts with the 

equity framework because of being associated or blamed with a commission for an 

offense. A Children can come in clash with the law when he submits negligible offenses 

like vagrancy, asking, or liquor use, or genuine/appalling sorts of offenses like assault or 

murder.  It is strange that in the same nation, we have youngsters being locked up in jail 

cells in blatant violation of all procedural and human rights rules, while on the other 

side, we have feared terrorists attempting to abuse the country's legal system in order to 

circumvent rigorous anti-terror regulations.” 

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the juvenile justice system in light of recent events 

and legislation. The study focuses on the problem of age determination, which is perhaps 

the most significant loophole when it comes to exploiting a legislation that was enacted 

with the intention of being child-friendly and following the standards of the Conventions 

on the Rights of the Child. Juvenile delinquents should not be brutalised in the name of 

severe action, but neither should severe criminals be permitted to use the legal system 

and go free. The paper's structure has been represented in this manner by separating it 

into separate sections. As a result, this article covers the appropriate systems dealing to 

children in conflict with the law under the Juvenile Justice system. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
The Latin maxim ‘Nil Novi Spectrum’ which means that nothing is novel in this world, 

effectively encapsulates the essence of the topic of juvenile justice concerning the existing 

framework in India. This Is an assumption which exists in the world since the primordial era 

is that adolescents have to be looked after and managed mercifully on the grounds that there 

exists an arrangement of thought that says that they have a propensity to react insightfully 

 
1 Author is a student at Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT), India. 
2 Author is a student at Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT), India. 
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and restlessly that is accompanied by violent methodologies3. In the past few decades, it had 

been observed that the crimes committed by teen-agers or juveniles under the age of fifteen to 

sixteen have increased the over-all belief or the reason in the wake of the wrongdoing of the 

criminality can be the Foundational year’s experiences prevailing virility, childhood, 

financial hardship, backwardness, lack of education. it involves shame in saying that the 

youngsters or newer individuals around the ages of 6-10 nowadays are being utilized as 

instruments for doing illegitimate or immoral operations. Since children possess guiltless 

character and can be easily manipulated they often become the target for malefactors to 

promote crime. 

“Before the enactment of the Juvenile Justice Act of 20154, 20005 and 19866 The Act of 1960 

exists and it focuses more on giving the international community a reply to the situation 

concerning the matter of Juvenile justice which they would furnish to develop a constant 

policy with the rights as well as the interest of a juvenile plus focus more on their care, 

treatment, restoration, and improvement of a youngster essentially. it has been seen in recent 

time that there has been massive development in the international community with 

involvement of juvenile in wrongdoing thus this made lawmakers compelled to bring new 

reform which will be more progressive in nature to help juvenile justice system in the 

country. Since then many acts have been passed such as, the Juvenile Justice Act of 1986, 

followed by the Juvenile Justice Act of 2000 and the Juvenile Justice Act of 2015 was passed 

by legislation.” 

Former Chief Justice V.K. Krishna Iyer once communicated that we need a reformatory 

program in light of the fact that the kid is the sire of a man and in the event that we neglect to 

give the improvement in youngsters, at that point we would be blame worthy of numerous 

flaws identified with forsaking our kids. The astonishing scene of "Nirbhaya Delhi Gang 

Rape Case7", which occurred om December 16, 2012, left the whole country immobilized 

with  numerous thoughts occurred among the lawful organization and communists. The 

fundamental issue of the discussion was the interest of the denounced, who was only a half 
 

3 Khan, Z. I. (2020, October 15). Juvenile Justice: A Corrective Measure – CALR. Carl. https://calr.in/juvenile-

justice-a-corrective-measure/ 
4 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015|Legislative Department | Ministry of Law 

and Justice GoI. (n.d.). Legislative Govt. Retrieved February 17, 2021, from  https://legislative.gov.in/actsof 

parliamentfromtheyear/juvenile-justice-care-and-protection-children-act-2015 
5 legal Service India. (n.d.). The Juvenile Justice Care and Protection of Children Act, 2000 and The Juvenile 

Justice Care and Protection of Children Act, 2015. Legal Service. Retrieved February 17, 2021, from 

http://www.legalservicesindia.com/article/2482/The-Juvenile-Justice-Care-and-Protection-of-Children-Act,-

2000-and-The-Juvenile-Justice-Care-and-Protection-of-Children-Act,-2015.html 
6 The juvenile justice Act, 1989, retrieved from https://thefactfactor.com/facts/law/legal_concepts/criminolo 

gy/the-juvenile-justice-act/12079/. 
7 Mukesh v. State (NCT of Delhi), (2017) 6 SCC 1. 
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year youthful to accomplish the period of greater part.  

The presentation of this Act has displaced the earlier laws and presented some huge changes. 

One of them is that the adolescent between the ages of 16 to 18 years ought to be treated as a 

grown-up if carrying out a grievous wrongdoing. By and large, a "kid" can be characterized 

as an individual who has not accomplished the age of 18 years and isn't full grown to 

comprehend what is good and bad. In the current pledge, the reformatory laws of most 

nations have received the rule of 'doli incapax8',  

“The correctional laws likewise express that solitary kids between the ages of 7-12 can't be 

sentenced. India had made lawful arrangements that explicitly and essentially manages the 

rights, interest, and security of adolescent wrongdoers. This expects to handle the challenges 

of adolescent misconduct. The actual premise of the Juvenile Justice System in India can be 

classifications as under three basic suspicions: – 

• Delinquency proceeding should not be done in court; however, there should be best 

possible way to conduct it. 

• the courts should not penalize them instead they should give reformative reforms.  

• Non-penal treatment should be given to a child in conflict with the law while in 

trail9 should be based on the communities’ social control offices for example 

Perception Homes10 and Special Homes11.” 

II. VARIOUS ENACTMENT OF THE ACT TILL DATE 
Juvenile Justice Act (1986): The aim of this bill which was first introduced in 1906 was to 

protect, treat, rehabilitate and promote the development of the youth in order to re-integrate 

them into civilized society. This act tried more to focus upon the dispositional alternatives 

and encouraged involvement organization in the justice delivery process12. 

In this legislation a person can be called juvenile when he or she attains the age of 16 and 18 

respectively but the process which was adopted was inadequate as both the neglected juvenile 

and the delinquent juvenile were forced to stay together until the inquiry was done by the 

welfare board though the act was able to achieve some achievement with respect to provide 

for the formation of public welfare and adolescent restoration reserves, the establishment of 

 
8 Section 82 R. (n.d.). Ratanlal & Dhirajlal’s the Indian Penal Code (1st ed.). Lexis Nexis. 
9 Section 2 (13) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015. 
10 Section 47 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015. 
11 Section 48 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015. 
12 More, H. (2020, September 19). Juvenile Justice Act, 1986, 2000, 2006, 2015: Objects of the Act. The Fact 

Factor. https://thefactfactor.com/facts/law/legal_concepts/criminology/the-juvenile-justice-act/12079/ 
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consultative boards and the selection of visitors to juvenile institutions13.  

Juvenile Justice Act (Care and Protection of children) of 2000: The 3 broad categories of 

juvenile issues that this act primarily deals with are 14: 

1. Juveniles in discord with Law. 

2. Children and youths who need protection and care. 

3. Rehabilitation and integration of Children into society. 

Juvenile Justice Act 2006- The Act classifies juveniles who are belong to the age group of 

16-18 years to be tried as adults for intolerable offenses. Any sixteen to eighteen years of age, 

whichever is lesser, for example genuine offense might be attempted as a grown-up just in the 

case if they have secure the age of twenty one years15. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE ACT, (2010): - “The Juvenile Justice (care and protection of 

children) Amendment Bill, 2010 was first introduced in the Lower house, by Shrimati 

Krishna Tirath who was the presiding authority that time for the Ministry of Women and 

Child development. The Bill seeks to amend the shortcomings of the 2000 Juvenile Justice 

(Care and Protection of Children) Act. 16 They alluded to the Standing Committee on Human 

Resource Development on December 1, 2010 which presented its report on Feb 25, 2011. 

Adolescents or children suffering addictions, leprosy and unsound mind have been 

accommodated under this act to avail special facilities which was previously not included in 

the earlier legislation.” 

 This Act likewise replaces an arrangement that gave able experts in unique homes or 

juvenile homes the ability to move kids experiencing uncleanliness, shaky brain, or illicit 

drug use to extraordinary offices for such kids. Under the act, with the equipped authority 

which can move youngsters which are intellectually sick, dependent on liquor or else 

medications, just in case such circumstance prompts which would result in the behaviour of 

the person. then they would be able to arrange their evacuation to a mental medical clinic or 

mental nursing home.  

On the off chance that the child has been eliminated from a mental office, the skilful 

consultant could eliminate the juvenile to a Cohesive Rehabilitation Centre by the way of 

 
13 Section 52, 53 and 54 of Juvenile Justice Act of 1986. 
14 Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000. 
15 THE JUVENILE JUSTICE (CARE AND PROTECTION OF CHILDREN) AMENDMENT ACT, 2006. 
16 M.-W.C.D. (n.d.-a). The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Bill, 2010. 

Https://Www.Prsindia.Org/. https://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-juvenile-justice-care-and-protection-of-

children-amendment-bill-2010-1366. 
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declaration given by the concerned office. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE ACT, 2014: 

The Bill proposed that in case horrendous bad behaviour is executed by individuals among 

16-18 years of age will be investigated by the Juvenile Justice Board to evaluate if whether 

bad behaviour was done as a 'child' or as an 'adult '17. From that point forward the 

examination is made by the Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) which will have the two metals 

similarly as social trained professionals, it will ensure that the advantages of the juvenile are 

appropriately guaranteed on the off chance that he has executed the bad behaviour as a youth.  

The starter of the case will happen similarly as a young adult or an adult dependent on this 

assessment. As indicated by the Women and Child Development Ministry, this unique 

instrument of a two-stage fundamental brings a balance that is fragile to the advantages of the 

young person, cautious of his genuine points of interest yet mindful of the need to debilitate 

infringement, remarkably savage bad behaviours against ladies. The proposed change further 

braces these norms through the introduction of another course of action that denies the 

affirmation from prevention in circumstances where a young adult is endeavoured and 

prosecuted under the adult structure. It sets up a legitimate status for the Child Adoption 

Resources Authority (hereinafter, CARA).  

The law further proposed a couple of recuperations and social fuse measures for institutional 

and non-institutional. It moreover obliged the necessary enlistment of all foundations giving 

consideration. New offenses including unlawful gathering, whipping in youth care 

establishments, use of adolescent by aggressors, and offenses against weakened kids have 

been solidified. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE ACT, 2015 

The Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 superseded the Juvenile Justice Act, 2000. The adjustment in 

the 2000 law happened because of public stun at the infamous Delhi attack case (Nirbhaya 

Case) in 2012. The insulting of bad behaviours (excluding attacks) did by teenagers 

(developed 16 to 18) was the essential inspiration to introduce the new sanctioning18. More 

retributive than reconstruction, the new law raised a couple of issues. The new law is seen as 

retributive on the grounds that it contains courses of action for youths who execute 

 
17 S.A.A.T.I.F. (n.d.-c). The Juvenile Justice (Care And Protection Of Children) Bill, 2014. 

Http://Www.Legalservicesindia.Com/. http://www.legalservicesindia.com/article/2482/The-Juvenile-Justice-

Care-and-Protection-of-Children-Act,-2000-and-The-Juvenile-Justice-Care-and-Protection-of-Children-Act,-

2015.html 
18 S.V.M.N. (n.d.-d). Juvenile Justice Act of 2015. Https://Blog.Ipleaders.In/. https://blog.ipleaders.in/all-about-

juvenile-justice-act/ 
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frightening bad behaviour (meriting 7 years or greater detainment) ought to be endeavoured 

as adults yet in the juvenile court. The youth saw as obligated for the grievous bad behaviour 

is transported off an ensured spot until the age of 21, after which he is moved to prison. The 

youngsters' court promises it. This suggests that the upside of an adolescent isn't permitted to 

the minor when seen as reprehensible of completing horrifying bad behaviour. The public 

authority furthermore alluded to figures from the National Crime Records Bureau to show 

that there had been a move in the quantity of youths completing bad behaviours, particularly 

in the age segment of 16 to 18 years.  

In the 2000 Act, there was no capability between the kid in the conflict with the law and kid 

requiring care and protection. The reconsidered showing changed that. The 2000 Act in like 

manner didn't have plans for the itemizing of abandoned or lost young people to the 

reasonable subject matter experts, to ensure their affirmation and care. One of the liable 

gatherings for the circumstance was a 17-year-old. The enactment endeavors to accomplish a 

harmony between kid rights and equity by not condemning adolescents to capital punishment 

and life detainment19. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE ACT, 2018 

The JJ Amendment Bill, 2018 was introduced by women and child development served by 

Maneka Gandhi. The bill hopes to change the Juvenile Justice Act to empower zone officials 

to provide orders with the ultimate objective of gathering. obliges moving of the large 

number of systems approaching under the watchful eye of any court relating to assignment 

orders under explicit game plans of the Juvenile Justice Act to the area judge having the ward 

over the concern district. “Due to delay in issuing the adoption orders by the courts the child 

continues to languish in the chid institution even after getting a family "20 . The course of 

action derives for the adolescent found to be battling with the law and to the people who are 

requiring care and security. Under the Juvenile Justice Act, the choice methods should be 

organized by the court inside 2 months from the date of recording the application. The 

showing occurred on January 15, 2016, with expansive game plans for the youths purportedly 

found to be in conflict with the law similarly as those requiring care and security 

 
19 S.A.A.T.I.F. (n.d.-b). The Juvenile Justice Care and Protection of Children Act, 2000 and The Juvenile Justice 

Care and Protection of Children Act, 2015. Http://Www.Legalservicesindia.Com/. 

http://www.legalservicesindia.com/article/2482/The-Juvenile-Justice-Care-and-Protection-of-Children-Act,-

2000-and-The-Juvenile-Justice-Care-and-Protection-of-Children-Act,-2015.html 
20 Chauhan, N. (n.d.). Juvenile Justice Amendment Bill, 2018 introduced in Lok Sabha. 

Https://Timesofindia.Indiatimes.Com/. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/juvenile-justice-amendment-

bill-2018-introduced-in-lok-sabha/articleshow/65294553.cms 
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III. WHAT DOES CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH LAW MEANS  
The Apprentices Act, 1850, was the first law authorized a while managing juveniles in the 

clash with the law. This law permitted the courts to treat children who had perpetrated 

frivolous violations as understudies as opposed to sending them to penitentiaries.  The second 

law that managed adolescent guilty parties was the Reformatory Schools Act, 1876. The 

Indian Jails Committee (1919-20) additionally made a few proposals for the same. In 1960, 

the Children Act was passed to accommodate the consideration, support, assurance, 

government assistance, schooling, preparing, preliminary, and recovery of ignored and 

delinquent children. The Juvenile Justice Act, 1986:  

This was the main focal law on adolescent equity that gave a uniform law to the entire 

country in this regard. In 1992, the public authority of India approved the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child which made it convenient to have a law that adjusted 

to the norms of the Convention. Consequently, the Juvenile Justice Act, 1986 was revoked 

and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000 was authorized. 

The new law fortifies the methodology of the adolescent equity framework to children in 

clash with the law just as youngsters needing care and insurance. The Juvenile Justice Act of 

2015 re-imagined the "minor" in clash with the law into a "juvenile" in clash with the law. 

Offenses were delegated little, genuine, unsavory. On account of shocking violations, 

youngsters between the ages of 16 and 18 can be attempted as grown-ups after a fundamental 

evaluation by the adolescent equity commission. 

During the examination, a juvenile in clash with the law will be briefly shipped off a 

perception house. Contingent upon age, sex, physical and mental state and the idea of the 

offense, the youngster will be disengaged. A chlid will be put in a unique home whenever 

sentenced for an offense by the Juvenile Justice Commission.  

For beyond 18 16 18 years old matured 16 to 18 charged or sentenced for perpetrating a 

horrifying wrongdoing, a security site will be set up. for the kids during the time spent 

preliminary and the kids who are indicted; the spot of wellbeing will have a different format 

and offices. The adolescent equity commission will do a standard assessment of grown-up 

jails to check whether a youngster is obliged there and take quick measures to move the kid 

to the home of observation Inside a quarter of a year, the Juvenile Justice Council will make a 

starter evaluation prior to alluding the case to the adolescent court. The law specifies that the 

last request should incorporate an individual arrangement for the restoration, including a 

development by the post trial supervisor, the District Child Protection Unit or a laborer. at the 
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point when the youngster is viewed as a grown-up by the adolescent court.  

The adolescent court guarantees that the child is kept in a protected spot until the age of 21. 

The adolescent court should decide if it ought to be moved to jail or whether it has gone 

through change changes and that it very well may be saved by detainment once it arrives at 

the period of death and the sentence is as yet forthcoming. The law accommodates a total ban 

on the death penalty or life detainment without the chance of delivery for youngster 

wrongdoers who are treated as grown-ups by adolescent equity. The adolescent court chooses 

whether the child ought to be delivered or shipped off jail subsequent to arriving at the age of 

2121. 

Institutional Care 

Rule 3 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Rules of 2007 states that “the 

institutionalization of a juvenile must be a measure of last resort after a reasonable inquiry 

and this also for the minimum possible duration”. 

This replaced the twelfth fundamental principle of the juvenile justice system. Institutional 

care measures are as follows: 

Observation Homes 

Section 8 of the Juvenile Justice Act of 2000 provides that the state government may 

establish and operate observation houses in each or group of localities. A minor is 

temporarily received in these homes. For the length of any examination concerning them 

under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 2000, minors are confined in 

perception houses. Minors are saved for a few weeks of month in the perception houses for 

the social investigation of minors. The minor's story is set up by the post-trial supervisor 

during his stay at the spectator's home. The capable position at that point chooses, contingent 

upon the case, to keep them in the establishment or to endow them to their folks. During the 

stay in the foundation, clinical and mental administrations were likewise given, just as 

fundamental gear like food, garments, and convenience for minors. To keep the psyche and 

body sound, youngsters should water the plants, help in the kitchen and clean the premises of 

the safe house.  

Special Homes 

Section 9 of the Juvenile Justice Act of 2000, states the state government may build up and 

keep up extraordinary homes in each locale or gathering of areas. At the point when the 

 
21 About Juvenile Justice Act. (n.d.). Https://Blog.Ipleaders.In/. https://blog.ipleaders.in/all-about-juvenile-

justice-act 
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offense submitted by a minor is demonstrated and censured by the skilled power, it is put in 

the unique home set up by the state governments. In the uncommon home, minors are treated 

for quite a while or until their age stops.  

A definitive objective of the restoration of adolescents in the homes under the Juvenile 

Justice (Protection and Protection of Children) Act of 2000 has accordingly been executed to 

guarantee that all-important endeavors are made to change the of adolescents minors of evil 

too great. Extraordinary havens for minors focus closer on the instruction and professional 

preparation of minors. Minors get food, garments, safe houses, clinical and mental 

administrations, and guidance.  

Children’s Home 

Section 34 of the Juvenile Justice Act of 2000 states "The state government may build up and 

keep up youngsters' homes in each locale or gathering of regions." The juvenile' house is a 

home where minors needing care and insurance are put in on the request of a skillful position.  

As per the Juvenile Justice (Protection and Protection of Children) Act of 2000 of the 

Children's Home, minor are furnished with all the administrations essential for in general 

advancement up to a genuinely high age, that is, until 'at 18 years of age. Administrations 

incorporate the arrangement of food, clothing, sanctuary, clinical and mental treatment, 

including directing and reference. Schooling and professional preparation are additionally 

given. 

Shelter Homes 

According to Section 37 of the Juvenile Justice Act of 2000, Shelters Homes concerning kids 

needing critical help. Haven homes furnish kids with space where they can play and take part 

in inventive exercises. Children are occupied with music, dance, theater, yoga and 

contemplation, PCs, indoor and out door games, and so on, to invest their energy profitably. 

These innovative exercises are intended to empower important cooperation and connection 

among peer gatherings.  

These exercises will guarantee the general development and advancement of minors. The 

principle motivation behind these sanctuaries is to get them far from socially freak practices, 

notwithstanding meeting their fundamental requirements for food, sustenance, and wellbeing. 

Youngsters can securely keep their property and pay in the conditions accommodated in these 

safe houses 

Children are conceived benevolent and wrongdoing free, it is the environmental factors of the 
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general public which teach wrongdoing in them. It is essential that there ought to be 

legitimate improvement alongside appropriate accessibility of assets, equivalent freedom and 

sound air for the child to develop with wrongdoing free brain. For legitimate advancement 

physical and mental development is significant as well as has great virtues. It is very much 

said that Child is conceived guiltless yet its conditions that constrains him/her to do 

wrongdoings and to control their association in wrongdoing; they need appropriate 

management, guardianship, quality instruction and consideration.  

Family assumes a significant part in childhood of children as it very well may be seen that 

those youngsters which are living under family unit are more inclined to wrongdoing in 

contrast with the joint family and the purpose for this is that because of absence of oversight, 

they select various strategies to defeat their longings and because of absence of development 

they are not capable appointed authority fortunate or unfortunate. When they can accomplish 

their necessities by such strategies, it turns into their propensity.  

According to the information of National Records Bureau 2015, of the absolute adolescents 

captured were 35448 adolescents and most of wrongdoing carried out by them was Rape, 

Murder, Theft, Robbery, Burglary, Culpable manslaughter not measuring murder, endeavor 

to murder, grabbing and snatching. Consequently, the Positive improvement is significant for 

development of child; it infers that it is the legitimate direction and care of guardians and 

watchmen which assists them with sorting out the contrast among off-base and right. Greater 

part of adolescents associated with crimes has a place with the State of Maharashtra, Madhya 

Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Andhra pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Delhi, Bihar, 

Jharkhand and Haryana Therefore, it is imperative to comprehend the idea of adolescent 

wrongdoing and the conditions bringing forth the high pace of wrongdoing by adolescents. 

The criminal conduct or behaviour is built up on the grounds that they associate with 

individuals who take part in crimes. Subsequent to watching the conduct of others, they are 

propelled to perpetrate a wrongdoing since they trust it is something which is attractive. 

Learning criminal conduct is accomplished through relationship with other people who think 

about wrongdoing as legitimate in specific conditions.  

IV. MODELING THEORY 
As per social modeling theory, individuals are propelled to take part in wrongdoing since 

they will in general emulate criminal models. The help and discipline that individuals get is 

an item the conduct and demeanor that hoodlums adjust. Numerous individuals regularly 

model the conduct of individuals around them. By and large, they will emulate the conduct of 
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a person whom they respect. For example, a youngster who watches a film or witnesses a 

person whom they regard carrying out a wrongdoing is probably going to perpetrate a 

wrongdoing because of support.  

Juvenile crime is a unique factor that influences our networks. Social modeling theory  

accepts that adolescents are spurred to wrongdoing by mimicking or displaying the practices 

of the individuals who they regard in the general public. Thusly, the greater part of them have 

created freak practices which are a significant point of view of social demonstrating 

hypothesis. It is fundamental to comprehend why adolescents perpetrate a wrongdoing and 

the essential driver of the freak conduct ought to be distinguished. For this situation, it is not 

difficult to decrease wrongdoing by mimicking the conduct of others. As per the rule of 

criminal science, abnormality is considered as the infringement of standards and practices 

that control ethics inside the general public. It is additionally considered as creating practices 

which are a quality of individuals who are dependent upon derision or judgment in the 

general public. It requires the responsibility of different gatherings of people to propose 

hindrance techniques that can keep adolescents from participating in wrongdoing. Recidivism 

ought to be urged to keep adolescents from displaying the practices of others whom they 

regard in the general public.  

Modeling theory is gets from a point of view that criminal conduct is learned through 

impersonation or displaying. Ecological support additionally impacts adolescent wrongdoing. 

Youngsters model the conduct on the off chance that they have not noticed any results from 

those whom they regard. Albert Bandura accepts that conduct is learned through 

collaboration.Juvenile wrongdoing is engendered if the youngsters are in steady 

correspondence with others whom they accept have prevailing in life through wrongdoing. 

For example, chidren consistently respect effective individuals who have gained riches and 

have an agreeable existence.  

In the developing nations, most government officials and conspicuous characters have gained 

abundance illicitly. A considerable lot of them have not been rebuffed due to their 

relationship with people with great influence or exemption. Along these lines, children  trust 

it is more right than wrong to procure abundance wrongfully with no further outcomes. 

Numerous youngsters will build up the demonstration of aberrance by impersonating freak 

practices which are for the most part pessimistic fortifications. Aberrant is the essential driver 

of debasement in our social orders. For example, there is an occurrence that happened in 

Placer County in September 2012 where three adolescents and two grown-ups were accused 

of connivance and burglary. As indicated by my arrangement, the adolescents excessively 
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youthful to associated with such a wrongdoing. I accept they were mirroring the two grown-

ups since they have been making due through theft and intrigue with grave outcomes.  

Modeling theory framework impacts adolescents to carry out a wrongdoing. By and large, 

they are impacted by the social models of misconduct and the general public. Numerous 

adolescents learn criminal conduct in view of individuals whom they associate with. Also, the 

books, films, loved ones impact kids to create criminal conduct and aberrant. Dominant part 

of the adolescents come from broken homes and neighborhoods which are portrayed by 

crimes. By and large, the criminal conduct is supported or acknowledged. Youngsters are 

probably going to impersonate criminal practices in those networks where wrongdoing 

thrives. For this situation, the adolescents are not exposed to gain proficiency with the 

wrongdoing yet become part of them since most of the populaces are considered as 

hoodlums. Along these lines, social modeling theory gives a striking clarification why 

adolescent becomes reprobates. They are compelled to mimic or display the practices of 

others whom they regard in the general public. 

V. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Indian perspective - In recent years, it has also been reported that the number of crimes 

committed by children aged 15-16 has grown dramatically. The general inclination or 

psychology underlying the commission of crime, or the causes of crime, are early-life 

experiences, dominating masculinity, upbringing, economic calamity, lack of education, and 

so on. It is an embarrassment that youngsters between the ages of 6 and 10 are increasingly 

utilised as instruments for carrying out illicit or criminal actions. Because children's brains 

are naïve and deceptive, they may be enticed for a low cost. Prior to the Juvenile Justice Acts 

of 2015, 2000, and 1986, there was the Children Act of 1960, which attempted to protect 

children. impact on worldwide approaches to the issue of juvenile justice by providing a 

unified policy that safeguarded the interests and rights of a juvenile and that looked at care, 

treatment, rehabilitation, and development of a child in general.  

However, with recent advancements in the world and the following growth of Juvenile 

involvement in crime, Indian legislators are obligated to propose new, progressive, and 

stronger legislation for the country's concerned Juvenile system. As a result, the Parliament 

approved the Juvenile Justice Act of 1986, the Juvenile Justice Act of 2000, and the Juvenile 

Justice Act of 2015. Former Chief Justice of India, Justice V.K. Krishna Iyer, once observed 

that we need a penal code since the child is the father of a man, and if we disregard child 

development, we would be guilty of many flaws and errors related to abandoning our 
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children.” 

The crime rate among youngsters under the age of 16 has risen in recent decades. The 

increased crime rate might be attributed to the child's raising environment, economic 

difficulties, a lack of education, and parental care. These are some of the most important 

reasons. The most disheartening aspect is that youngsters (particularly those aged 5 to 7 

years) are now a days are used as tool for committing the crime as at that this stage their mind 

is very innocent and can easily be manipulated.” 

The frightful incident of “Nirbhaya Delhi Gang Rape Case”, on December 16, 2012 shocked 

the whole nation and many debates were started among legal fraternity and socialists. The 

main reason and issue of the debate was the involvement of accused, who was just six months 

short to attain the age of 18 years. The involvement of the accused in such a heinous crime of 

rape forced the Indian Legislation to introduce a new law and thus, Indian Parliament came 

up with a new law which is known as “Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection), 2015.The 

Introduction of the Act has replaced the existing juvenile laws and has introduced some 

remarkable changes. One of the remarkable changes is juvenile under the age group of 16 to 

18 years should be tried as an adult. The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act 

was first sanctioned in 1974 with the objectives of avoiding and controlling adolescent 

misconduct by giving help to state and neighbourhood governments. The Act endeavours to 

enhance the adolescent equity framework through four principle arrangements: (I) the 

deinstitutionalization of status guilty parties arrangement, (ii) detachment arrangement, (iii) 

imprison evacuation arrangement, and (iv) unbalanced minority contact arrangement.”” 

VI. GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE - JUVENILE JUSTICE ON A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 
Juvenile justice is an important concept and it should be treated with respect. law relating to 

juvenile can sometimes be controversial as the commission of crime committed by them 

carries societal dilemma and in this modern age involvement of jurisprudence with the law its 

concept getting wider day by day. Therefore, various legislation has adopted this concept at 

various level it can be both national and international. Here we will try to analyse the concept 

of juvenile justice on a global perspective. 

Juvenile Justice and Crime Policy in Europe: In the past twenty-five year there has been 

significant changes as being a former socialist country of eastern and central Europe and 

differing from the western Europe in the sense that it has contradictory youth policy it has 

been seen that in the countries such as Germany and Switzerland have a moderate system 
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with minimum intervention22. 

The Development and Prospect of Juvenile Justice in the People’s Republic of China 

History and current scenario of the people republic of china is well known to the world. 

juvenile justice was not a part of their legal system and many generations has been passed 

since the incorporation of PRC in 1949. has not received extensive publicity within the PRC 

or widespread notice abroad. The national legislation that recognized and encouraged 

juvenile courts23. 

The position of Juvenile Justice in the UAE – They have taken all the adequate measures for 

protection of the juvenile. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was 

adopted and ratified by the UAE and the UAE were one of the first middle east country to 

enact the law24. 

The Juvenile Justice System in US – This reform was brought in US about 100 years ago 

with the aim of diverting young offenders from the severe punishments of criminal courts and 

rather focusing more on rehabilitation of the individual. It was focusing more on the child or 

adolescent as a person who is in need of assistance and not on the act which brought him or 

her before the courts25.Thus the scope of juvenile justice system is different in different parts 

of the world but the aim with which they were enacted are not different it’s aim and purpose 

does remain the same.   

VII. RECENT STATS 
Following the participation of a juvenile in the Nirbhaya gang rape case, which shocked the 

nation in December 2012, juvenile delinquency or criminal conduct by juveniles under the 

age of 18 years has been a matter of controversy. NCRB's most recent 'Crime in India' report 

According to the 2018 statistics, a total of 31,591 offences committed by minors were 

recorded in 2018. Maharashtra was responsible for 19% of these incidents. In 2018, 

Maharashtra had the highest number of incidents perpetrated by juveniles.” According to the 

 
22 DÜNKEL, F. (2015). Juvenile Justice and Crime Policy in Europe. In Zimring F., Langer M., & Tanenhaus 

D. (Eds.), Juvenile Justice in Global Perspective (pp. 9-62). NYU Press. Retrieved March 30, 2021, from 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt15zc73m.5 
23 GAO, W. (2015). The Development and Prospect of Juvenile Justice in the People’s Republic of China. In 

Zimring F., Langer M., & Tanenhaus D. (Eds.), Juvenile Justice in Global Perspective (pp. 121-144). NYU 

Press. Retrieved March 30, 2021, from http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt15zc73m.7 
24 Firm, S. L. (2019, March 29). International Perspective On Juvenile Justice. Criminal Law - United Arab 

Emirates. https://www.mondaq.com/crime/793010/international-perspective-on-juvenile-justice. 
25 Joan McCord, Cathy Spatz Widom, and Nancy A. Crowell, Editors; Panel on Juvenile Crime: Prevention, 

Treatment, and Control; Committee on Law and Justice; Board on Children, Youth, and Families; Commission 

on Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education; National Research Council; Institute of Medicine. (n.d.). 

Read “Juvenile Crime, Juvenile Justice” at NAP.edu. The National Academic Press. Retrieved March 31, 2021, 

from https://www.nap.edu/read/9747/chapter/7 
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NCRB, the number of ‘Juveniles in dispute with the law' indicates the recorded number of 

offences committed by juveniles under the age of 18. In 2018, Maharashtra had the highest 

number of instances in this category, accounting for over 19% of the national total. Madhya 

Pradesh was not far behind, accounting for 16.6 percent of all crimes.”  

In fact, Madhya Pradesh had the highest number of such occurrences in 2017. With 8.6 

percent of the cases, Delhi ranked third on the list. In 2018, the top ten states accounted for 

81.7 percent of all cases. Numbers of Juvenile Crimes by State The vast majority of 

adolescent crimes included offences against the human body and property. IPC-related 

offences were committed in 92 percent of the instances involving juveniles were IPC related 

crimes. The most instances, comprising both IPC and SLL, included offences against the 

human body (37.7 percent). This included, among other things, injury and grave injury (47 

percent), rape (13 percent), and attack on women to offend her modesty (12 percent). 

Property-related offences accounted for 37.6 percent of all juvenile crimes. Theft alone 

accounted for 70% of these offences, with burglary accounting for 16.8% and robbery 

accounting for 10%. Cases under the POCSO Act of 2012 accounted for 45.4 percent of all 

SLL cases. 91 percent of the juveniles had completed at least primary school. The most 

widely assumed reason for juve's involvement had received at least primary level education 

The most generally assumed explanation for kids' involvement in crimes is their education 

and upbringing. According to the 2018 data, about 45 percent of the minors engaged in these 

instances were educated between matriculation and higher secondary. Approximately 28% 

had completed primary school. Nine percent of the population was illiterate.” 

85 percent of the minors involved were living at home with their parents. According to the 

NCRB study, the family background is the environment in which a juvenile was raised. 

While over 85% of the detained adolescents lived with their parents, 9% lived with guardians, 

and just 6% were homeless. Boys made up 99.3 percent of the kids engaged. 99.3 percent of 

the adolescents involved in these incidents were males, with about three-quarters of them 

being girls. three-quarters of the juveniles were between 16 to 18 years of age.  

A total of 382 juveniles, or nearly 1% of all, were under the age of 12. Since 2016, the 

number of offences involving juveniles has declined. Overall, the number of crimes 

perpetrated by minors has climbed by around 65 percent in the last fifteen years. During this 

time period, 2016 experienced the highest number of juvenile offences. Since then, the figure 

has declined by 6% every year.” 

Since 2016, the number of minors aged 16 to 18 arrested under the IPC has reduced. Since 
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2014, the number of adolescents arrested under the IPC and SLL has been steadily 

decreasing. Except for 2016, the trend for individuals under the age of 12 exhibits a similar 

pattern. In the case of minors aged 16 to 18, those booked under SLL offences rose between 

2016 and 2018, while those booked under IPC declined by 13.8% since 2016. This figure has 

a mixed trend before to 2016.” 

VIII. CRITICAL ANALYSIS 
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000 The Act is a Central Act, which 

came into power on April 1, 2001, all through the country. It depends on (I) arrangements of 

the Indian Constitution; (ii) United Nations Convention on Rights of the Child, 1989; (iii) 

United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice, 1985 

(the Beijing Rules); (iv) United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of 

their Liberty, 1990. The Juvenile Justice Act, in its introduction itself, implies the need of the 

youngster care by giving that it is an Act to solidify and correct the law identifying with 

adolescents in a struggle with law and child needing care and assurance, by accommodating 

appropriate consideration, security and treatment by taking into account their advancement 

needs, and by receiving a child cordial methodology in the settling and mien of issue to the 

greatest advantage of children and for their definitive restoration through different 

foundations set up under this authorization. As of late the thorough revisions of 2006, and 

rules outlined in the year 2007 is reliable as it fuses numerous angles in regards to 

adolescents.” 

IX. ASSESSMENT OF ACT: ANALYSIS OF PROMINENT ALTERATIONS 
1. Any child that found carrying out any wrongdoing will currently be sent for a fundamental 

appraisal for a time of a quarter of a year, up from the prior one month.” 

2. An explanation is added that the fundamental appraisal isn't preliminary, however, to 

survey the youngster's ability to perpetrate the wrongdoing.” 

3. The Act will permit a Juvenile Justice Board, which would incorporate analysts and 

sociologists, to choose whether adolescent wrongdoing in the age gathering of 16–18 ought to 

be attempted as a grown-up or not.”  

4. Another proviso on reasonable preliminary is added, under which the appraisal will 

investigate the extraordinary necessities of the child, under the principle of a reasonable 

preliminary under a youngster amicable climate.” 

5. The child won't experience the ill effects of any exclusion that emerges from any 
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conviction under the Act.”  

6. The records of any conviction will be obliterated after the expiry time of allure, except 

shocking violations.” 

7. Organic guardians surrendering children for appropriation, will be given three months to 

reconsider their choice, rather than the current one month.” 

8. The Act presents child care in India.”  

9. The aftercare of the child in institutional consideration won't be confined to just one time.” 

10. Any child leaving institutional consideration would now be able to get monetary help 

more than one time.” 

11. Impaired children will be given priority in-between state appropriation.” 

12. Deserted juveniles, found by the childcare offices, will be saved for 60 days before being 

surrendered for selection or child care, rather than the current 30 days. 13. Any child who has 

been deserted by natural guardians because of unavoidable conditions won't be viewed as 

wilfully surrendering the child.” 

13. In following up on an allure against a request passed against the kid, the board will 

presently take the assistance of experienced clinicians and clinical subject matter experts.” 

14. There will presently be appropriate preparation of unique adolescent units in the police 

power.” 

15. NCPCR and SCPCR will be the nodal specialists to be answerable for observing 

execution, the exposure of the changed demonstration, and investigating cases that emerge 

out of the Act.” 

16. The optional forces will be given to Juvenile Justice Board to move adolescents to 

criminal court for preliminary and discipline. "Since JJB is managed by Chief Judicial 

Magistrate of the area, one could expect that the odds of the move of youths to grown-up 

court would obviously be more.”  

X. THE DRACONIAN SIDE OF THE ACT 
Concerning the previously mentioned examination, it tends to be perceived that numerous 

parts of the arrangements of this Act are disrupting and troubling; one of them being the way 

that more adolescents will be detained as it is seen that the Act obviously advances the 

reception of a retributive and correctional position against them. The Act further prescribes 

embracing Judicial Weaver to attempt Juvenile as an Adult in alleged shocking violations. 
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The idea of legal weaver and arrangement for detainment is only a gross infringement of 

worldwide standards of common freedoms.” 

Under the recently altered law, young people claimed to have perpetrated appalling 

wrongdoing will be kept to a "position of wellbeing", which is basically a position of 

detainment, both during the time of request and after the conviction. An investigation of the 

adolescent homes in different pieces of the nation done by the Asian Centre for Human 

Rights and distributed in March 2013 tracked down that the 'detainees' of these homes were 

housed in "brutal conditions". Upsetting occurrences of sexual maltreatment and attack, 

misuse, and torment were reported during the examination, regardless of whether the house 

was controlled by the public authority or private organizations. Culprits included guardians, 

cooks, other Class IV workers, chefs, organizers, senior prisoners, and so on The United 

States of America has for quite a while received laws that permit adolescents to be attempted 

as grown-ups.” 

They additionally have probably the most elevated pace of adolescent imprisonment among 

the created nations. Exploration in this populace currently recommends that choices other 

than detainment are presumably more advantageous over the long haul. Studies by Aizer and 

Doyle (2013) and Usher (2013) have shown that adolescents who were imprisoned had 

higher paces of recidivism and less fortunate instructive achievements than adolescents who 

were not confined in remedial institutions.21 This Act has additionally disregarded the key 

rights ensured under Article 14 and Article 15(3) of the Constitution and said that of the 472 

million offspring of the country, just 1.2% have perpetrated wrongdoings. Also, that, of these, 

a lone 2.17% had submitted murder and 3.5% had submitted assault. Since the Act is 

currently passed and has come into power has obviously risked the other 99.98% of 

youngsters in this country.””  

Indeed, even nations like the U.S. what's more, the U.K., which acquainted the legal waiver 

with attempt adolescents as grown-ups, have now acknowledged that they have been 

insufficient intending to adolescent crime percentage, public wellbeing, and recidivism.22 

According to the National Campaign to Reform State Juvenile Justice Systems (U.S.), 80% of 

the adolescents who are delivered from grown-up jails proceed to carry out more genuine 

offenses. It is currently needed to be chosen whether this country needs adolescents to change 

and gainfully rejoin society or become solidified crooks themselves. The Act that advocates 

detainment and normal preliminary in the criminal court for Juvenile in a struggle with the 

law will from all potential points the Act is undoubtedly a disgrace on Indian sacred ethical 

quality.” 
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It is needed to take note that The Parliamentary Standing Committee, which was led by apart 

from the Bharatiya Janata Party, contemplated the Bill in detail and expressed that oppressing 

youngsters in the age gathering of 16 to 18 years to a grown-up criminal framework would be 

illegal. Remembering the predominant logical, legal and parliamentary insight, it is important 

to scrap the "Act-in-Question" out and out and need to embrace a novel way to deal with the 

issue of adolescent wrongdoing insensitive way. Biases, errors of accessible information, and 

governmental issues are hindering the making of a just and reasonable law.””  

Presently, imagine a scenario where a minor was to be captured for thievery. As per a 

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) report, in 2014, the most noteworthy number of 

minors were caught for burglaries (8,863) trailed by criminal theft (3,802) and assault 

(2,144). These taken together represented 34.8% of the relative multitude of adolescents 

secured under the Indian Penal Code (IPC). However, since robberies would now be able to 

be treated as offensive violations according to the new Act, this also can be abused. In 2014, 

just about 4000 adolescents were captured for robbery. Sources in the Juvenile Justice Board 

said that there is an extremely minor contrast between robbery and theft.  

The examining officials, frequently in instances of rehashed guilty parties, change robbery 

into theft. In such cases, the minor would confront harsher discipline. Numerous a period, just 

to settle a case, the police wrongly embroil minors with a record. 

XI. CONCLUSION 
Measures for the welfare of juveniles may only be implemented if there is a solid relationship 

between the state and regional district administrations. Furthermore, there is a demand for 

child rights activities and organisations to take up efforts for the transformation of juvenile 

offenders, which would further strengthen the process and aid in attaining the desired results. 

The rising crime rate among adolescents in recent years, along with a lack of deterrent among 

them, presents a worrisome scenario that must be addressed as soon as possible. The 

reduction of juvenile offences need specific attention and implementation. With the present 

rate of juvenile crime on the increase, it is likely to climb more in the next years, 

necessitating the adoption of new policies.to be stopped in its initial stages itself. 

***** 
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